
 We are delighted to provide an introduction to this reissue of Beyond the Nation 

State(BNS). BNS is widely regarded as a classic, and is worthy of republication. 

Its reissue also has a profoundly personal dimension for the authors of this intro­

duction. This introduction describes BNS and locates it in its broader impact. It is 

written, unavoidably, with a strong sense of hindsight, and even deja-vu. The 
authors cannot escape presenting their interpretations of BNS in light of their own 
experiences, and their own understandings of the evolution of work on European 
integration, comparative politics and IR more generally. 

We four represent successive generations who have been influenced by the 

work of Ernst B. Haas and are delighted to provide collectively an introduction to 

this reissue of Beyond the Nation State. Ofall of the books produced by Haas dur­

ing his career, this one contains the most complete and definitive statement of 

"neo-functionalism," the theory of trans-national integration for which he is best 

known in the profession of political science. Ironically, it is not about European 

integration - the case to which his theory has been most applied - but about the 

role and contribution of the International Labor Organization (ILO). This may 

explain why so many scholars working on the European Union (EU) have referred 

exclusively to his earlier work, The Uniting of Europe, despite the fact that BNS 

provides a much clearer version of the neo-functional approach. 

For all of us writing this introduction, the occasion has a profoundly personal 

dimension. In different ways, our contact with Haas - whether supervised by him 

at the University of California in Berkeley (Schmitter and Ruggie ), whether reared 

by him and his wife, Hildegarde, as their son (Haas) or whether influenced indi­

rectly by his approach to European integration (Wiener) - was unforgettable. We 

are all transformed as persons and scholars by his presence. 

Philippe C. Schmitter is the eldest of the group. He arrived in Berkeley in 1961 

from the University of Geneva. Stanley Hoffman, a visiting professor in Geneva 

in 1959, had concluded that Schmitter was temperamentally unsuited for Harvard 
where Hoffman usually taught and suggested that Schmitter might do better at 

Berkeley with Haas. After arriving without the proverbial cent and having started 

by taking Haas' nationalism course, Haas quite unexpectedly offered Schmitter a 

job as his research assistant. This had nothing to do with Schmitter's substantive 

new introduction by Peter M. Haas, John Gerard Ruggie, Philippe 

Schmitter and Antje Wiener 
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